Emersons Green Town Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2026

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

{d}

(e)

The audit of accounts for Emersons Green Town Council for the
year ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts
have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Retumn is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of
Emersons Green Town Council on application to:

Jane Wray - Responsible Finance Officer, 198 Westerleigh Road,
Emersons Green, Bristol BS16 7AN

Emersons Green Town Council Office from 09.00 - 15.00 hrs
Monday - Friday or on our website - 24/7 emersonsgreen-tc.gov.uk

Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £5.00 (c) for
each copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Retumn.

Announcement made:  Jane Wray

Date of announcement: 17th September 2026

Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 &
3 of the AGAR must be
published by 30 September.
This must include publication
on the smaller authority’s
website. The smaller authority
must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the
AGAR and external auditor
report must be publicly
available for 5 years.

{a) Insert the names, positicn
and address of the person to
whom local government
electors shoutd apply to
inspect the AGAR.

(b} Insert the hours during
which the inspection rights
may be exercised,

{c} Insert a reasanabie sum for
copying costs.

(d} Insert the name and
position of person placing
the notice.

(e) Insert the date of placing of
the notice.




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025726

We acknowledge as the members of

Emersons Green Town Coungil - -7

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, Includinig arrangements for

the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confimm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the ve

1. We have put in place anangements for effective finandal
nznagemert during the year, and forthe: preparation of
the accounting statements.

CAgreed

| el

ar ended 31 March 2028, that

2. We maintained an adequate system of Internal contral
inchiding measures designed o preventand detect fique
and corruplion and reviewed its effectiveness.

MALE Proper arangements and aceepled responsibliity
for sefequarding the public money ant rescurces it
its cherge.

3. We have assured surselves that there are no matters
of achzal or potential non-compliznee with ws,
regulafions and Proper Pracfices that eould have a
significant financial effecton the: abitity of this
autherity to conduct fls business or manage is
finances.

.| fa= oofy done what i has the lagal powerto do ans has

3 camplied with Proper Praclices in dolng so.

4. We provided proper cpportunky during the: yearfor
the exercise of elaciors’ fights in aceordance with the
requizsments of the Acceunds and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave alf persons ntereded the appontunity v
inspect and ask questions about this authonly’s accounts.

5. We camied out an essessment of the risks facing this
authority 2nd took appropiiate steps to marage those
fisics, inclutiing the infroduction of internal controls and/or
extemal insurance coverwheare reguired.

© 1] considered and documented the financial and other ks it

i ¥aces and deaft with them property.

6. We maintained througheut the year an adequate and
efiective systam of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

amangead for & competent person, Independent of the Frrancial
conlrols and pracedures, 1o ghue en obfective view on whether
intemal controls meet the noeds of | this srratier authority

7. We- ok appropriate action on all matters mised
In reports from Internal and extemal audie,

-| responded to matlers hrought to s attention by internsf and
audit ’

8. We considered whether any Eigation, lizbilifes or
commitments, events or fansactions, occuring either
during orafter the yearend. have a financial impact on
this autharity and, where apprapriate, tave included them
in the accounting statements.

8. (For lecal councils only) Trest funds Tncluding
charilable In our capacity as the sole saraging
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibiities for the fund{s)fassets, Including
financial reporiing and, ¥ reqaired, mdependent
examination orezodit.

{ disdlosed everything & should have about By busihess activity
H duzfr{g tha year inclucing events toking place afler the year

bas met afl of its responsibilities whers, afa body
caporate, iFka sole managing fsfee of = local
frust or trusks,

10. We have putin place amangements for the effective IT
and data management in accordance with proper
praciices diuring the year under review.

hes mudle suitable anangements for 35 IT and clats
management and has compliet! with proper praclices in
doltg s0.

*Please provide explanations fo the external auditor on a separate sheet for each "No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement wasg approved ata

meeting of the autharity on:
18/06/2026
and recorded as ninule reference:

FC_2026.038.c

hitps:femersonsgreen-tc,gov.uk

Chair

~ - Clerk

Sigred by the Chair and Clerk ofthe meeting where
approval was given:

Annual Govemneance and Accountzbility Return 2025126 Form 3
Local Counedig, infemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities”
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Emersons Green

LESTATE D

L Yearending
431 Mareh 2] 781 March’
L2028 Lih2026

Town Council .. :oioms e e

Notes and giidance. R
Flease round eif figtres to nearest£1. Do not feave any
‘boxes blank end report £0 or Nil balences: All figurss
mist agres 1o undleflying financial records. s

1. Balances brought i Tofafl balances and reserves at the heginning of the year .

forward 955,1 24 1 062,469 as recordad in the financial rocords. Value must agree
i fo Box 7 of previous year.

2. [#) Precept or Rates and 4 Total anount of precept (or for IDBs rates and fevies)

Levies 584,600 816,102 received or receiveble in the year. Exclude any grants

- 3 received.
3. (+) Total other receipts .. . Ji| Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
66,106 57,125 the precept or rates/levies received (ine 2). Include any
L ] - £l grants recefver.
4, (=} Staff costs . - 4 Total expenditure or paymerts made to and on behaff
‘an4f of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
214,282 . 298, 8235 employers NI contributions, employers pension
M #| contributions, gratuities and saverance payments.

5. (=) Loan interest/capital | Total expendiure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (iF any).

6. {-) All other payments - Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

330,084 433,801 book less siaff costs {ne 4) and Joan inferestiezpital
2| repayments (fine 5).

7. {=) Balances carried A Totef balances and reserves at the end of the year.
forward 1,062,468)  1,202,072) must equar (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and | The sum of alf current and deposit bark accormts, cash
short term investments 1,086,179 . 1,192,135) holdings and short term fvestments held as at 37 March —

- 4| To agree with Bank reconciliation.

8. Total fixed assets pius The veiue of all the property the authority owns — it & made
long term investments 281,708 | up of all its fixed assefs and long ferm investments as af
and assefs ) 31 March.

19. Total borrowings il The outstanding capital balance as at 37 March of afl loans

0 =t from ihird parties (incfuding PWIE).
For Loezl Couneils Only -1
1t Do the gur&s in fhe . For oui 0 ; o ’ .y

accounfing  statements  above or guidance refer fo the Practiioners’ Guide sections 2,37 fo 2.33.

exclude any trust imnsactions?

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounfing
Statements in this Annual Govemance and Accauntability
Retum have been prepared on either a recelpts and payments
orincome and expenditure bagis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountability for Srnaller Authorfies — g
Practiioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and present fairty
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Cfficer hefore being
presented to the authority for approval.

e I

Date 18/06/2026

. ' | Staternents %

1 confirm that these Accounfing Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

2o P 1B/06/20267

as recorded in minute reference;
FCL2026.038.d. . 1220 i e

Signed by Chair of the meefing where the Accounting

Annual Governance and Accountability Retum 2025/26 Form 3
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Emersons Green Town Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is sef out by the National Audit Office (NAQ). A mited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemnance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAC Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAG on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, AGN 02 is available from the NAO website -
https:/iwww.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditorsy .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in cur opinicn the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The AGAR was not gccurately completed before submission for review. it was returned for amendment and has subsequently been
corrected.

The authority has disclosed that it has not complied with one of the governance assertions within the Annual Governance Statement.
The authority has provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary
to address identified weaknesses.

The smaller authority has restated certain figures relating to the prior year within the Accounting Statements. We have reviewed and
agreed the adjustments made.

The internal auditor has highlighted weaknesses and raised recommendations in their report to the smaller authority. The smaller
authority should ensure that action is taken o address these areas of weakness in a timely manner.

{continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilites under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP - Southampton

DocuSigned by:

09 September 2026
50@ 0y eptember

External Auditor Signature Date

4B7DFR746ABA428...
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