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Minutes of the Full Council Meeting 
 

Held in The Council Chamber of Emersons Green Town Council 
 

19:00hrs on Thursday 16th of October 2025 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Present:  Cllrs James Hunt (Mayor), Bobbie Sunderland (Deputy Mayor), Tina Potter, 

Graham Hutter, Colin Hunt, Abi Cohen, Simon Budd, Lynne Paraskeva, Daryl 
Hembrough, Eli Akatwijuka, and Rachael Hunt. 

 
In attendance: Jo Bryant (Town Clerk) and Jane Wray (Deputy Clerk) 
 
Apologies:  Cllr Kelly Allen 
 
Absent:   Cllr Andrej Turk 
 
Public:    No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
Notes: The meeting began at 19:00hrs. All resolutions were passed with a majority vote, 

by a show of hands, unless otherwise stated. 
 
Welcome and Introductions. 

The Mayor welcomed everyone present, and the emergency procedures were 

explained. 

 
FC_2025.058 Declaration of Interest – Localism Act 2011. 

No declarations made. 
 
FC_2025.051 Public Participation. 

No members of the public were present. 
 

COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION  
 
FC_2025.052 Minutes. 
Resolved: Minutes of the Full Council meeting held on the 18th of September 2025 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 
 
FC_2025.053 Outstanding items. 

The Clerk reported a positive meeting with a member of the public to discuss 
potential mitigations to improve neighbours experience should the circus revisit 
Rodway Common in 2025. 

 
 
 
 

Name:   James Hunt (Mayor) 

 

Date:  20th of November 2025 

 

Signed: ORIGINAL SIGNED 
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 

FC_2025.054 Correspondence.  
No official correspondence noted. 

 
OPERATIONS 

 
FC_2025.055 To note reports from: 

1. Committees: 

• Youth Work Committee reported by Cllr Cohen - Strong progress in 
youth engagement and infrastructure, with the Community Club on 
Wheels mid-build. Key partnerships (SNG Housing, CYN, police) are 
driving positive outcomes despite ongoing ASB, e-bike, and safety 
concerns. Youth continue to request a pump track at Rodway Common 
and have supported site maintenance. Street engagement is strong — 
15 sessions, 114 young people, building trust and visibility. 
Participation is 68% male, 31% female, with calls for safe evening 
spaces. The service has logged 122 attendances (projected 568 
annually) and 83% youth approval. Focus now shifts to operational 
readiness, staffing, and sustainability to professionalize and secure a 
long-term youth provision. 

• Finance & Partnership Committee reported by Cllr Hutter – a first 
draft of the budget for 2026/27 was reviewed and will continue to 
evolve before submission to Full Council in December. Facility 
drawdowns were grants to LGCC for Kids for Christmas and Cookstars 
Diwali trial cooking sessions, and EGVH drawdown was provided for 
free room hire for a charity quiz in aid of the British Heart Foundation. 
It was also agreed that funds raised at this years Autumn Gathering 
would be donated to Friends of Blackhorse Meadows Group. 

• Planning Committee reported by Cllr Budd – Taylor Wimpey are 
preparing to present their planning application for the field at Cossham 
Street again, having recently met with SGC Cllrs, including discussion 
about its inclusion in the Local Plan.  

• Open Spaces Committee reported by Cllr Sunderland - A revised 
draft of the Allotment Tenancy Agreement and the Cultivation Advisory 
Note were reviewed and discussed. The new aspects of these will be 
shared with Allotment Tenants at the forthcoming Allotments Evening 
on Wednesday 19th November at Resound. Changes to the 
Cultivation Advisory Note will now reflect the feedback received from a 
tenant and make it clearer how to cultivate with nature in mind and still 
keep the allotments free from perennial weeds. Rodway Common Wall 
– further discussion on how to make this safe and deter vandalism. 
The Environmental Services Manager will investigate more options. 
The designs for the Memorial Garden in Lyde Green were reviewed. It 
was agreed to investigate commissioning a garden designer to 
develop plans for the space. The Local Climate and Nature Action Plan 
was on the agenda for discussion but was postponed to a future 
meeting. 

2. Working Groups: 

• Climate & Nature Working Group reported by Cllr Sunderland - The 
Autumn Gathering was held in Emersons Green Village Hall on 
Saturday 4th October and included the Photography Exhibition from 
the Competition. James presented prizes to the winning photographers 
during the afternoon. It was a very well supported event with many 
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local volunteers taking part and about 200 people coming over the 
afternoon. 
Paul designed and put together a beautiful garden in the hall to give 
people ideas on how to encourage wildlife in their gardens. There was 
a range of activities including, bulb and bean planting, bird box 
building, making cider vinegar, plant and seed swap, children’s play 
area and tea and cake. Friends of Emersons Green Park and ELCoE 
were there, and we were entertained by the Page Park Ukulele Band. 
About £200 was raised for Friends of Blackhorse Meadow. 
Upcoming events 

o Bulb planting- Saturday 8th November, 10am until 12 noon, 
Blackhorse Meadow, opposite Blackhorse School. 

o Clothes Swap – Sunday 23rd November 2.00 until 4.30pm at 
Emersons Green Village Hall. This includes a talk by Becky 
Barnes “How to buy and sell preloved clothes like a pro” There 
will be a team of sewers to help mend and alter clothes as 
well as tea and cakes and children’s play area. 

• Strategic Plan Working Group reported by Town Clerk – first 
meeting to scope this project, looking at redefining the Corporate 
Priorities with an overarching delivery mode. Once the structure is 
defined, we will invite external stakeholders to become involved in the 
refresh of our strategic plan. The desire is to build a sustainable & 
resilient town, a thriving & inclusive community and a future for our 
young people through an effective & accountable council. 

3. External Bodies: 

• ALCA – a reminder that the 52nd ALCA AGM is taking place via Zoom 
on Saturday 25th of October 2025 at 1015hrs and will include Breakout 
Groups by Unitary Authority Area for Area AGMs, and a presentation 
by Breakthrough Communications. 

 
PLANNING & STRATEGY 

 
FC_2025.056 Forward Plan. 

Upcoming agenda items and projects: 

• Personnel Committee to review Youth Programme staffing and plan for 
long-term workforce development across the organisation. 

• ELCoE will be invited to the November 2025 Full Council meeting to share 
updates on the Leigh Farm Renewable Energy Project consultation, 
explore opportunities for local wind energy generation, and provide an 
overview of ELCoE’s work. 

 
DATES & TIMINGS 

 
FC_2025.057 Next Meeting. 

To note the next meeting of the Full Council, currently scheduled for: 
 

Thursday 20th of November 2025 at 1900hrs in the Emersons Green Town 
Council Chambers. 

 
This meeting closed at 1924hrs. 
 
Councillors were invited to make Parish announcements and take part in a 
general discussion after the meeting.  


